Misrepresentation of Females: Gender Stereotypes in Popular Film by Henry, Mitchell
Misrepresentation of Females: Gender Stereotypes in Popular 
Film
Mitchell Henry
Indiana University Southeast
Abstract
This study analyzes how gender is 
portrayed throughout the 150 top-
grossing animated films (1990-2019). 
Hypotheses
H1: There are more male lead characters than 
female characters
H2: Male characters will have more speaking 
roles than will female characters
H3: Male characters will fill a majority of the 
speaking roles in male-led films but are equal in 
number in female-led films
H4: Films that pass the Bechdel Test will make 
more money than films that fail it
H5: Female-produced films are more likely to 
pass the test than male-produced films
H6: Films with female lead characters are more 
likely to pass the test than films with male leads
H7: Films with titles referring to female 
characters are more likely to pass the test than 
male characters.
H8: Male characters are more likely to rescue 
others than are female characters
H9: Female characters tend to have more 
family links than do male characters
Methods Findings
Animated films dataset from 
1980-2019. We watched and 
coded films on certain criteria
Coding Criteria
1. Gender
2. Speaking roles by gender 
3. Main gang
4. Rescues
5. Family links
6. Bechdel Test criteria
H1 (Supported): 83.1% of lead characters are 
male, 13.9% female, and 4% male and female 
H2 (Supported): 31.46 male speaking roles to 
11.54 female speaking roles
H3 (Not Supported): Males had 74% of 
speaking roles in male-led films, but had 70% 
of speaking roles in female-led films
H4 (Not Supported): $195,139,130 average for 
films that failed, $211,330,430 average for 
films that passed the Bechdel Test
H5 (Supported): Of films that passed the test, 
31% of speakers were female, as compared to 
23.2% in films that failed the test
H6 (Supported): 95% of passing films had 
female leads, as compared to 60.5% of failing 
films had male leads
H7: Unreliable findings
H8 (Supported): 7.31 average rescues for male 
characters, with 2.43 average rescues for 
female characters.
H9 (Supported): 55% of female posse 
characters had family links, compared to 40% 
of male posse characters.
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